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(1) individuals who completed registered
apprenticeship programs earned over $240,000
more over their careers than individuals who
did not participate in registered apprentice-
ship programs;

(2) the estimated social benefits of each
registered apprenticeship program (including
additional productivity of apprentices and
the reduction in governmental expenditures
as a result of reduced use of unemployment
compensation and public assistance) exceed-
ed the costs of each registered apprentice-
ship program by more than $49,000; and

(3) the tax return on every dollar the Fed-
eral Government invested in registered ap-
prenticeship programs was $27; and

Whereas celebration of National Appren-
ticeship Week—

(1) honors industries that use the reg-
istered apprenticeship model;

(2) encourages expansion of the registered
apprenticeship model to prepare highly
skilled workers of the United States;

(3) recognizes the role the national reg-
istered apprenticeship system has played in
preparing workers of the United States for
jobs; and

(4) promotes conversation about ways the
national registered apprenticeship system
can continue to respond to workforce chal-
lenges in the 21st century: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate designates the
week beginning November 12, 2018, as ‘‘Na-
tional Apprenticeship Week’’.

SENATE RESOLUTION 696—PERMIT-
TING THE COLLECTION OF
CLOTHING, TOYS, FOOD, AND
HOUSEWARES DURING THE HOLI-
DAY SEASON FOR CHARITABLE
PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
TESTER) submitted the following reso-

lution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 696
Now, therefore, be it
Resolved,

SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS,
FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI-
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD-
INGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of the rules or regulations of
the Senate—

(1) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may collect from an-
other Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate within a Senate build-
ing or other office secured for a Senator non-
monetary donations of clothing, toys, food,
and housewares for charitable purposes re-
lated to serving persons in need or members
of the Armed Forces and the families of
those members during the holiday season, if
the charitable purposes do not otherwise vio-
late any rule or regulation of the Senate or
of Federal law; and

(2) a Senator, officer of the Senate, or em-
ployee of the Senate may work with a non-
profit organization with respect to the deliv-
ery of donations described under paragraph
.

(b) EXPIRATION.—The authority provided
by this resolution shall expire at the end of
the second session of the 115th Congress.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 697—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 2018 AS “NA-
TIONAL COLLEGE APPLICATION
MONTH”

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. REs. 697

Whereas equality of opportunity for all
people is one of the noblest aspirations of the
United States;

Whereas the National Center for Education
Statistics reports that the employment rate
for young adults with a bachelor’s degree
and the employment rate for young adults
whose highest credential is a high school di-
ploma differ by 14 percentage points;

Whereas a 2015 study by Georgetown Uni-
versity identified that the average lifetime
earnings gap between college graduates and
individuals with only a high school diploma
is $1,000,000;

Whereas the Pew Economic Mobility
Project finds that whether a child born in
the lowest income quintile obtains a 4-year
degree or higher credential is associated
with—

(1) an approximately 70-percent difference
in the probability of that child earning an
income outside the lowest income quintile;
and

(2) a threefold difference in the probability
of that child going on to earn an income in
the highest income quintile;

Whereas the Education Commission of the
States highlights that the number of non-
traditional students at colleges and univer-
sities is expected to rise 65 percent faster
than the number of traditional students dur-
ing the 15-year period ending in 2024;

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics re-
ports that approximately 33 percent of high
school graduates in 2017 did not matriculate
to an institution of higher education the fol-
lowing fall semester, representing a modest
decline in college enrollment since the year
before;

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics
also reports that the unemployment rate for
recent high school graduates not enrolled in
college in the fall semester of 2017 was 16.8
percent, significantly higher than the na-
tional unemployment rate;

Whereas many secondary students struggle
to identify and assess appropriate postsec-
ondary options due to a number of factors,
including insufficient information on pro-
grammatic outcomes and difficulties in ac-
cessing effective or consistent counseling
services and resources;

Whereas the complexity of financial aid
systems and processes, coupled with a short-
age of effective and comprehensive financial
literacy instruction, can serve as an addi-
tional deterrent or barrier for students and
families as they assess the viability of higher
education programs as a postsecondary op-
tion;

Whereas the United States built a thriving
middle class in part by nurturing the poten-
tial for colleges and universities to serve as
engines of social mobility; and

Whereas the data on the benefits of higher
education demonstrate that, in spite of ongo-
ing barriers to access and student success,
colleges and universities can still serve as
engines of social mobility: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates November 2018 as ‘‘National
College Application Month’’;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to evaluate options for pursuing higher
education; and
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(B) to support every student, regardless of
the background or resources of the student,
in obtaining the skills and knowledge needed
to thrive;

(3) supports efforts to better assist low-in-
come and first generation students through-
out the college application process;

(4) urges public officials, educators, par-
ents, students, and communities in the
United States to observe National College
Application Month with appropriate activi-
ties and programs designed to encourage stu-
dents to consider, research, and apply to col-
lege; and

(6) commends teachers, counselors, men-
tors, and parents who support students
throughout the college application process,
as well as the organizations and institutions
partnering to eliminate barriers to higher
education.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 698—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 3, 2018, AS
NATIONAL BISON DAY

Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. ENzI, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. MORAN, Mr. UDALL,
Mr. THUNE, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. HATCH, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. ROBERTS, Ms. HEITKAMP,
Mr. CORNYN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. BALDWIN, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 698

Whereas on May 9, 2016, the North Amer-
ican bison was adopted as the national mam-
mal of the United States;

Whereas bison are considered an historical
symbol of the United States;

Whereas bison were integrally linked with
the economic and spiritual lives of many In-
dian Tribes through trade and sacred cere-
monies;

Whereas there are more than 60 Indian
Tribes participating in the InterTribal Buf-
falo Council, which is a Tribal organization
incorporated pursuant to section 17 of the
Act of June 18, 1934 (commonly known as the

‘“‘Indian Reorganization Act’) (25 TU.S.C.
5124);
Whereas numerous members of Indian

Tribes are involved in bison restoration on
Tribal land;

Whereas members of Indian Tribes have a
combined herd of bison on more than
1,000,000 acres of Tribal land;

Whereas bison can play an important role
in improving the types of grasses found in
landscapes to the benefit of grasslands;

Whereas bison hold significant economic
value for private producers and rural com-
munities;

Whereas, as of 2012, the Department of Ag-
riculture estimates that 162,110 head of bison
were under the stewardship of private pro-
ducers, creating jobs and contributing to the
food security of the United States by pro-
viding a sustainable and healthy meat
source;

Whereas a bison has been depicted on the
official seal of the Department of the Inte-
rior since 1912;

Whereas a bison is portrayed on 2 State
flags;

Whereas the bison has been adopted by 3
States as the official mammal or animal of
those States;

Whereas the buffalo nickel played an im-
portant role in modernizing the currency of
the United States;

Whereas several sports teams have the
bison as a mascot, which highlights the
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